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EDITOR'’S
NOTE

"l heard the voice of the Lord, saying:
‘Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?’
Then | said, ‘Here am I! Send me’ * (Isaiah
6:8, NKJV).

This is a powerful verse, especially when
considered within the context of earth'’s
history. The end of the world is drawing
near, and Christ’'s Second Coming is immi-
nent. While this reality is cause for rejoic-
ing, it is also cause for serious reflection
on our life's purpose. As God's last-day
people, we have a unique—and very se-
rious—last-day commission.

In Counsels for the Church, page 64, Ellen
White warns, "The time is short; the night
soon cometh when no man can work. Let
those who are rejoicing in the light of
present truth, now make haste to impart
the truth to others.” How are we imparting

present truth? Are we making haste to do
so? This is our last-day commission: shar-
ing present truth to the world—in haste.

No longer can we “talk the talk” while
refusing to “"walk the walk.” The world is
increasingly sensitive to hypocrisy of any
kind. They are holding Christians account-
able to their words. We preach of missions
from the pulpit, but are we prioritizing
service? We have such an incredible last-
day message of Christ's soon and glori-
ous return, yet how is this truth and joy
reflected in our lives?

This edition of Inside ASI is designed to
inspire and encourage action. Included in
these pages are 10 stories from ASI mem-
bers and ministries dedicated to mission
and service. May God touch your heart as
you read, and as He asks, "Whom shall |
send?” may your answer be, "Here am |!
Send me."

Kristi Jensen, Editor
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Gospel Outreach is

a Great Commission
organization. Its mission:
to reach people in the
10/40 Window with the
story of Jesus. The 10/40
Window lies between 10
and 40 degrees north
latitude. It includes
North Africa, the Middle
East, India, China, and
the Philippines, and is
home to 97 percent of
the world's unreached.
Ministry partners
sponsar more than
2,000 indigenous Bible
workers in this area.

y

; ad Meets
esus

by Gospel Outreach

¥

yyad was the leader of a

terrorist cell in an East-

African country. He had
directed many brutal operations
against people suspected of being
foreigners or traitors to Islam.
He believed, as many do, that
performing an act of jihad (a struggle
or fight against the enemies of Islam)
such as committing suicide while
killing others will allow one to earn
instant entrance into eternal paradise
with 1000 virgins. He believed he
was doing Allah’s (God’s) bidding.
Now he is a secret believer who
works to redeem youth who have
been radicalized. He has renounced
his violence and stands for peace.
His is a “Saul to Paul” story. This is
how it goes...

One day, Ayyad oversaw the killing
of several expatriate relief workers.
As they were being shot, one of
them raised a Bible in his hand and

said, “Forgive them Father, for they
don’t know what they are doing.”

In anger at why anyone would

call Allah, Father (as if there was a
Mother somewhere), he shot the man
twice in the chest and in the head.
The relief worker died instantly.

The killers ransacked the corpses
for money, passports, cameras, and
any valuables. Ayyad took home

the Bible. That night, he couldn’t
sleep. He kept hearing the cry of the
man with the upraised arm saying,
“Father forgive them...” He tossed
and turned the whole night. Then he
saw a bright light. A tall man dressed
in a long flowing Arab robe and
headdress appeared. He was shining
so bright that Ayyad fell down
prostrate. The following are Ayyad’s
own words of what transpired...

“The tall man lifted me up. In
a clear, gentle voice, He told me,
‘Ayyad, I have a mission for you.
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Your hands are bloody from

many lives lost at your hands.

Now many lives will find Me
through you.

“Who are you?’ I asked,
even as I could not dare to
look in his face. He was so
bright. I felt so sinful.

“In a gentle voice, He
answered, ‘Look at my
hands.’ I did. T saw scars.
‘What are these, Maalim
(Teacher)?’ I asked.

“Taking the Bible by my
bedside which I had taken
from the man whom I killed,
He turned to Zechariah 13:6
(AKJV). He began to read,
‘And one shall say to him,
What are these wounds in
your hands? Then he shall
answer, Those with which I
was wounded in the house

of my friends.’ I was still
confused, ‘But good Sheikh
Rasul (a messenger such as
a prophet in Islam), I don’t
understand. I am but a child.
Teach me, I cried.

“He then proceeded to
open John 19 and read. When
He came to verse 18 where
it says ‘Crucified them...
with Jesus in the middle’ it
suddenly dawned on me who
this was. “You are Isa (Jesus),
the prophet who is to return
as Masih (Messiah) in the
last days.’

“Next he taught me about
the Bible and urged me to
teach others. He told me to go
to Samir (a secret believer and
Gospel Outreach worker) to
learn more about Him. I did.
Twenty-eight months later,

Scholarship E} 2,

Here. i

here I am going for water
baptism the same way Isa
(Jesus) did. It is the greatest
day of my life. I will die for
Him who died for me. The
rest of my 17 compatriots
being baptized today believe
like I do. We must cause a
revolution of ideas in this
country. We must wage a
spiritual jihad. Isa is coming
soon. We need to prepare our
people to meet Him.”
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Abigail Duman is
communication director
for Train Them 2 Fish,

an organization that is
reaching the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
for Jesus. She lives in
the eastern panhandle
of West Virginia with her
husband, Chris, and their
young son, Luke.

[ §

by Abigail Duman, Train Them 2 Fih 4
v, (

am tired of this confusion

of religion,” the Congolese

general’s gaze turned grim
as he spoke to his watchful wife
and children. “From now on, I won’t
allow anyone in my house to attend
church—anyone,” he paused. “And no
one may come to this house to talk
about the Bible or to preach.”

The wife nodded. When the
general spoke, everyone listened.

There are churches on every street
corner in Kinshasa, the capital of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.
The sound of drums and music on
Sunday morning greets the noise
of traffic on the busy streets. “We
have millions of people attending
church every single Sunday,” the
general explained. “But the country
is corrupted. Every church preaches
about good news, but if you
look at the lives of the people in
church, they are full of corruption.

I don’t like it. They may talk about
good news, but the church is not
changing people.”

This is why I will not allow my
children to go to these churches, he
thought to himself. For they would
become corrupted too.

Disappointed by a lack of genuine
godliness in his Christian community,
the general proceeded with his
day’s agenda. Meanwhile, his wife
ventured into town.

The general’s wife quickly learned
that a group called “Train Them 2
Fish” was giving free medical care
to the public. Curious, she decided
to go through the vision program
they offered.

When the general saw that his
wife had returned home, he noticed
something different.

“Where did you come from?” he
interrogated her. “Where did you get
that pair of eyeglasses?”

“There’s a free medical program
around the corner,” she explained.
“I went there, and the people gave
these to me.”



Pelvic Health for All.
Everyone. Everywhere. Every Language.
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“Do you have any idea how much those
glasses cost?” he demanded.

“I have no idea,” she replied.

“The glasses you are wearing are the best
you can buy here. They are very expensive. So,

you must explain yourself,” the general insisted.

“Where did you get them?”

“My husband, these people are offering
medical care for free. The glasses cost me
nothing.”

“I will not believe that. I cannot believe that
they were given to you for free. They are very
expensive,” he repeated.

“Go and see for yourself,” his wife suggested.
“Or send someone to go for you and see if it
is true.”

The man savored the thought for a moment.
“Well, I will send my daughter. I trust my
daughter to tell me the truth.”

The following day, the general’s daughter
made her way into the street and enrolled
in the eye program. She was given a pair of
glasses for free.

“It is true, Father,” she reported. “These were
given to me. They were free.”

His eyes widened, incredulous. “Who
are these people? I must go for myself and
see them.”

When the astonished general arrived at the
corner, he came just in time for the devotional.
He listened to the message thoughtfully. When
the program began, he approached the staff. “I
want to see the chief—the coordinator—of this
program,” he said.

The man in front of him shifted nervously.
“I'm not sure...” he began.

“Don’t be afraid,” the general assured him.
“I'm not here to arrest anyone. But I am here
because I want to see who is in charge of all
this. Please allow me to see him.” The military
general was led to Thomas Ongasa.

“Who are you?” the man of influence asked.
“I am a pastor,” Ongasa replied.

“What is the name of your church?”
“Seventh-day Adventist.”

“What is that? I've never heard of the name.”

“The name Adventist means that we are
waiting for the Second Coming of Christ,”
Ongasa began. “And the Seventh-day part of
our name is there because we worship Him on
Saturday, the seventh day of the week.”

“What?” the man questioned. “Can you come
and visit me in my home?”

Pastor Ongasa needed to be present for the
remainder of the medical clinic, but he offered
to send a Bible worker to visit with the general.

“Yes,” the general replied. “Send someone to
my house.”

When the Bible worker arrived, he marveled
at the building’s high security—no one was
allowed to step foot inside without permission.
But two pairs of eyeglasses had been the key
to his entry, and genuine Christianity had
softened the heart of a once skeptical man.

“Come to my house any time and tell me
more about your church,” the official said as
he agreed to Bible studies. “I had made the
decision that there would be no more religion
in my home, but because of what I see you
doing, my doors are open.”
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They're still happening today!
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Ranja was held captive by the spirits
that possessed her ... until the day
she turned on her radio.

Trading Guns for God ’

awr.org/rebels

Why have rebels in the Philippines been
laying down their machine guns and
picking up Bibles? Watch to find out!
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pastor in the Middle East.
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Brenda Ki$ writes

from Berrien Springs,
Michigan, for Advocates
for Southeast Asians
and the Persecuted
(ASAP Ministries). She
delights in her sons and
their families, friends
both new and old, travel,
books, music, and
above all, sharing the
gospel with as many as
possible!

hat are you doing for

your people, Bemnet?”

The voice came out of
the night and startled Dr. Bemnet
Meried. He had been praying for
God’s leading now that he was finally
in the United States. He thought he
was supposed to go to Loma Linda
University for further training, but
God redirected his ministry plans
and indicated that he was to write a
tract in his native language for the
Eritrean people, something he could
not have done while living in his
home country.

Born into a faithful, fourth-
generation Seventh-day Adventist
family, Bemnet’s life suddenly
changed when persecution began
in Eritrea and the church went
underground in 2002. Bemnet was
17 years old at the time. A short

e

Reroutedi

time after the persecution began, he
started medical school. The years

of medical school and internships
were challenging and Bemnet often
fasted and prayed for help to avoid
breaking the Sabbath and to face
professors who were mostly atheists.
He realized there was no future for
him in Eritrea as long as he was a
Seventh-day Adventist doctor, and he
began fasting and praying in earnest
that God would lead him to the
United States.

At that time, the borders of Eritrea
were closed and even his ID card
restricted his travel within the
country. He had to be cautious when
making contact with the outside
world. Many times he cried and
prayed in his discouragement and
anxiety, and often God sent him
encouraging dreams or beautiful



heavenly music in the night

to calm his fears. In 2009,

he applied for a visa to

the U.S. and was given an
interview date at the embassy
in Kenya. So began a series

of miraculous escapes and
harrowing adventures through
risky border crossings, refugee
camps, and the desert during
long night walks to avoid the
scorching sun and greedy
kidnappers looking to profit
from escapees. The journey
cost Dr. Bemnet thousands

of dollars, but funds always
seemed to show up at just the
right time. God oversaw every
step that led him, at last, to
Sacramento, California. From
there, each move took him
closer to the ministry God was

Welcome to
the Family

Organizational For-Profit
DFW Group
Karl Bergmann, Saginaw, TX

The Mustard Seed
Walt Cross, Newport, TN

Palau Center for Healthy Living
Lazarrenna Tmetuchl, Koror

Organizational Non-Profit
Falco’s Children Africa, Inc.
Jerry Backus, Glenpool, OK

Inverse Focus Ministry
Magdana Philossaint, GA

laying on his heart.

Today, Dr. Bemnet is
translating Spirit of Prophecy
books and Bible studies as
well as writing spiritual books
and tracts in the Eritrean
language. He is also involved
in media evangelism, sharing
the gospel through DVDs,
YouTube, Viber contacts,
Facebook, and more.
Advocates for Southeast
Asians and the Persecuted
(ASAP Ministries) supports
his Eritrean evangelism and
humanitarian projects around
the world and recently
facilitated his visit to the
Simple Updates studio in
Berrien Springs, Michigan, for
a special project funded by
ASI. Through an ASI grant,

Young Professional

sabela Bibulovic, Toronto, ON
Lushomo Chambwa, St. Louis, MO
Kimberly Jiang, Coloma, MI
Amarachi Nwankpah, Laurel, MD

Sole Proprietor
RAWNdalicious
Rhonda Beyreis, Phoenix, AZ

Delaren Anesthesia PLLC
Trevor Connell, Cedar Hill, TX

Higher Path - Body Mind Health
Angela Poch, Galloway, BC

ASAP Ministries is helping Dr.
Bemnet and other speakers
produce quality sermon DVDs
in their native languages.
These sermons can also be
put on flash drives and travel
far and wide to Eritreans and
other least-reached people
groups scattered around

the world.

If you know of any Eritrean
people and would like to
connect them with Dr. Bemnet,
you can reach him by e-mail at
hope1844ministry@gmail.com
or by phone at 530-353-5983.
May God bring many precious
Eritreans into His kingdom!

Associate
Jonathan Gauthier, Quebec, QC
Dale Patterson, Columbus, OH

Executive Professional
Todd Guthrie, Mount Shasta, CA

Retired Business or Professional
Walt Kalkan, Lethbridge, AB

Mike Wells, Auburn, NE

Douglas Wisdom, Holtville, CA

Personal
Fred and Sandy Miller, Carney, Ml
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Sean Carney is a long-
time member of AS,
known far his work in
promating technology
use among Seventh-day
Adventist ministries as
well as supparting his
wife, Linda Carney, MD, in
her work of promoting
Therapeutic Living
through the Starch-
Smart System.

-

New Beginnings
@Brings New Life

by Sean Carney, AS| Southwest

Pl

F 4

sermon title indelibly etched

itself into my brain many

years ago. While details have
faded, the essence remains: “When
Fishers Don’t Fish, They Fight.” Your
church may not have fighting issues,
but if it does, there is a tried and
true remedy: evangelism. Evangelism
brings life.

Our new pastor, Dr. Anthony
Raybourne, noticing our church was
“D-E-D Ded, no ‘A’ for alive,” quickly
pointed out our lack of outreach and
abundance of infighting. To remedy
the situation, he encouraged us to
get out of our comfort zones and
get involved in active outreach and
evangelism. It worked. Baptisms
commenced.

The baptismal tank was filled and
the pump engaged, but there was

a problem. The water was red. We

were embarrassed. It was caused by
rust from the pipes. The rusty pipes
were both a rebuke and a challenge.
Fortunately, the water is clear again.

While some attrition occurred,
church growth resumed. Our
challenge? A lack of Total Member
Involvement. How could we revitalize
the church and excite and empower
our members?

We began Bible study training
with Bible-marking classes. We
encouraged the congregation to give
Bible studies to missing members
and their unreached families.
Baptisms did result, but the Bible-
marking was time-consuming and
dependent upon a class schedule.

In the vernacular of the twenty-first
century tech sector, this didn’t scale.
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PRISON MINISTRY CARE PACKAGES

Help us minister to those who are
behind bars and often forgotten...

sermons, helps)—free!

prayer meetings

LostArkSeminar.com
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TEACH Services, Inc.
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We needed another solution.

Pastor Raybourne discovered
the New Beginnings
evangelism resource from
ASI, available on AST’s
website at asiministries.org/
newbeginnings. ASI was
called and a session was
scheduled for our two district
churches to come together for
intensive training that would
take place in two months.
Praise the Lord, but...two
months? Pastor Raybourne
decided to train some of
the elders immediately. A
Spanish-speaking group was
established in the home of a
newly-baptized member. The
concept was proven, and we
were hooked.

© Strong web support (PowerPoints,

© Available in English, Spanish, and
Portuguese, and soon French
© Bulk prices for seminars, groups,

© Full-message approach
© Outstanding endorsements from
authoritative SDA leaders

Christmas Behind Bars...

..provides care packages and Bibles to prisoners. Please help us by
donating Bibles and/or financial gifts, so that prisoners may hear the
Gospel and know that they are loved. Your financial gifts provide clothing,
hygiene items, snacks and assistance to inmates and their families.

Please donate online today at ChristmasBehindBars.org

P.0. Box 474
Bluffton, IN 46714

Ministries (We are a 501C3 non-profit org.)

Ph: 260-827-8835

Email: Contact@ChristmasBehindBars.org ® Website: ChristmasBehindBars.org

On July 13, 2019,
Barbara Taylor, AST’s
national coordinator of
New Beginnings training,
conducted a full day of
training at the Austin South
Seventh-day Adventist Church
in Austin, Texas. We had a
couple of problems: we ran
out of parking and we ran out
of seating in the sanctuary.
Overflow seating was quickly
set up in the church foyer.

materials in their evangelism.
The studies are available in
many languages and more
are coming.

If your church is needing
some new life and renewed
vigor, consider New
Beginnings.

Since that weekend, multiple
New Beginnings groups have
been established and baptisms
are scheduled. Our youth are
also being trained to give the
New Beginnings presentations.
Our refugee members are
being encouraged to use the



Brad Mills and his

wife, Lina, have two
children, Levi and Lucas.
From 2007 and on,

Brad, a family nurse
practitioner, and Lina,

a nurse, have served

as missionaries in

the jungles of Brazil.
Today, Brad coordinates
Amazon Lifesavers
Ministry and serves in
the Northwest Brazil
Union in Global Missions
and Adventist Volunteer
Services.

hen Peter said, Silver

and gold have I none;

but such as I have give
I you: In the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth rise up and walk. And
he took him by the right hand, and
lifted him up: and immediately
his feet and ankle bones received
strength” (Acts 3:6, 7).

I met Marcio when his family
began attending the small church we
started in his jungle village—a village
nearly 30 hours by boat from the city.
Marcio’s family was very poor, more
so than the typical jungle villager. His
mother was a single parent, raising
nine children, varying in ages from
one to 20 years old. The family lived
in a small thatched hut and cooked
over a fire. Their daily staple was the
fish they caught from the river that
bordered their community.

Each night, Marcio faithfully came
to the church meetings and listened
attentively to the missionaries as
they taught Bible truths. After several
months, Marcio and his family

accepted Jesus and were baptized,
forever changing their destiny and
current life situation.

It was several years later that I, in
the city of Manaus, Brazil, received
a phone call from Marcio’s mother!

I was quite shocked to hear that

she and Marcio were in Manaus. I
was surprised first, because they

had never been to a big city before,
and second, because so many years
had passed since I heard from them.
Marcio’s mother began sharing with
me that Marcio was very ill. They
had traveled many days to Manaus in
hopes of getting help.

After several hours in the hospital,
we received the bad news. Marcio
had a joint infection in his hip.

He had a large abscess that had
eaten away the femoral head. The
orthopedic surgeon noted that he
would have to undergo several
surgeries. The first surgery would
be to clean out the infection and the
second surgery would be to place

a prosthetic piece, enabling Marcio
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to walk again. Marcio was only 25 and had so
much life ahead of him, life that would be very
difficult if he couldn’t walk.

After the first surgery, Marcio recovered well.
The infection cleared up and he was placed
on a waiting list to be operated on in the
large government hospital. However, as jungle
people often feel when in a large, unknown
city, Marcio and his mother felt overwhelmed.
They couldn’t get up and fish. They couldn’t
go anywhere, as they were afraid of the bus
system. They were scared and lost. So as many
jungle people do, they decided to not wait for
the surgery but go back to the jungle. By the
time I found out their plans, they were gone.

I had no way to reach them, as they were
back in the jungle with no electricity or cell
phone signal.

Two more years went by and I went to their
village to visit. It was a very special event
to be back and see so many people that we
once lived alongside. We saw babies that were
now kids and many faithful church members
who had even rebuilt the little church in the
community. But I wasn’t content until I saw
Marcio. The villagers told me that he lived in a
house at the back of the village. Off I walked
down the trail to his house.

There was Marcio, out behind his house
working in the garden. To my surprise, he was
squatting and working away!

“Marcio!” I exclaimed. “So good to see you

again! How is your leg?” Marcio was beaming
with excitement to see me. He ran up and
shook my hand. He said he had waited for
so long to tell me how God had healed him.
Simple. Just like that. He prayed and God
healed him.

I stammered, trying to understand. How?
What do you mean “God healed you?” 1
wondered in my mind. This guy has no femoral
head; he shouldn’t be walking and jumping.

“Marcio, please tell me what happened,” I
asked in confusion. Marcio explained that he
had come back to his village and was unable to
do anything. He was unable to work or plant or
fish or help with family chores. He was unable
to be useful in any way. In despair, Marcio took
his cares to God. He prayed and asked God
to heal him so that he could take care of his
family. The next day, he woke up and his leg
was healed. He now could run, jump, bend,
fish, and do all that he needed to do.

I suddenly remembered the story of Peter,
John, and the cripple in Acts 3. Peter and John
did not have material possessions, but they
offered the power of God. My friends, we serve
the same God today. We serve the same God
who knows no limits in saving His children. As
God healed Marcio’s femoral bone, He can take
care of your problems today. Move forward in
trusting in God and remember to pray for the
missionaries in the Amazon jungles of Brazil!
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Christopher Beason is
the father of Victoria,
Jocelyn, and Julianna,

and has been married

to Christy for nearly

28 years. He is the
president of Network 7
Media Center and host
of Mission SONlight, the
quarterly 13th Sabbath

World Mission Offering

video emphasis. He
worked as a pastor and
departmental director
prior to moving into
the supporting ministry
work. He also currently
serves as the president
of ASI Southern Union.
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smiarito and Dalkis heard

about the meetings at the

church next door. They
wondered if the noise would bother
them at night. The little house church
at Cifuentes, a small town in the
north central region of Cuba, seemed
to come alive on Saturday mornings
when the Adventists arrived for
worship. But now they were going
to have meetings every night for
over a week. Esmiarito and Dalkis
decided to keep to themselves and
stay indoors.

The first night they could hear the
music. The church was too small for
the crowd of visitors, so the meetings
were held on wooden benches in the
backyard of the church. The singing
was just a few feet from their little
block home with jalousie windows.
It almost felt as though they were
part of the program. But it was OK;
no one could see them or know they
were listening in.

Soon, they could hear Henry and
Arlene Stubbs speaking. They would
rotate the preaching responsibilities
with giving health talks before the
sermon. Henry and Arlene are adept
speakers, having worked in Cuba for
20 years as the directors of World
Youth Group, an ASI affiliate. As the
Stubbs laid out the case for living a

life in Christ, Esmiarito and Dalkis
became more interested.

They quickly found little projects
outside their home to work on so
they could casually keep an eye
on the happenings next door. One
evening, Esmiarito cleaned the
same window three times while she
listened to Arlene preach. Listening
night after night, their interest grew,
and with little more than a barbed
wire fence between them and the
church yard, they started standing at
the back of the meetings. Then they
asked if they could come over and
join those attending.

During an appeal toward the
end of the series, the neighbor
couple came forward and said,
“We want to be baptized.” Henry
said, “Let’s study and then in a few
weeks when you’ve understood,
you can be baptized.” “No, we want
to be baptized this Sabbath. We
understand.” “Well, where have you
been?” “Oh we live next door, we’ve
listened every night. We believe and
we don’t want to be missed.”

They quickly found the hope they
had been missing in their home.
Their new Adventist family shared
with them lessons from Scripture and
better ways of living. Now they are
baptized members of the Cifuentes
Seventh-day Adventist Church,
sharing their newfound hope with
their neighbors and in turn, growing
the church exponentially.

And that noise from the church
next door? It’s always welcome as
Esmiarito and Dalkis join the sound
of praise with their new church
family week after week.

*You can see the story of Esmiarito
and Dalkis and other mission stories
like theirs every week on Mission
SONIlight. Learn more at:
www.missionSONIlight.org.



‘ Bible Join Pastor Jim Gilley

| Enrichment & Friends in ISRAEL

Tours November 15 - 23, 2020 $3,595

optional post extensions to
Petra Jordan November 23 - 25 $895

| or
“ Petra Jordan & Egypt November 23 - 27 $1,699

| made a decision after my first trip to the Holy Land - over 40
years ago - that | would return and bring others with me. This
will be my 38th tour since, and every time | learn something new.
| truly enjoyed my last trip more than my first, and look forward
with great anticipation to this next one.

| know you will be thrilled when you visit places like Jericho,
Capernaum, Nazareth, The Sea of Galilee, Caesarea, Bethlehem,
and, my favorite city in the world, Jerusalem. You will truly be able
to say, “I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked” as the words
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Albert Dittes is semi-
retired, devoting
himself to music and
freelance writing. Albert
plays piano and organ
for three churches

as well as teaches
private piano lessons.
He graduated from
Southern Adventist and
Andrews Universities
and pursued a career
in pastoral ministry and
journalism before his
semi-retirement.
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Il my life I wanted to

do ministry in the

United States,” says
Kristina McFeeters while cleaning up
after a day’s work in her vegetarian
restaurant on the main street of
Whitley City, Kentucky. “I remember
praying that God would show me
a place where I could share Jesus’
love. When my husband and I got
engaged, he lived in Appalachia, and

that’s how I found Eastern Kentucky.”

She married Daniel McFeeters, a
computer programmer and fifth-
generation Seventh-day Adventist
from nearby Somerset, Kentucky,
in March, 2009. They started
teaching cooking classes in Whitley
City the following October. The
cooking classes grew into a thriving
restaurant in June, 2014.

“We’ve been here 10 years,” she
says. “I began by researching the
needs in our community and making
friends for six months. Then I started
a free cooking class at a local food
bank with my new friends.”

Word of mouth brought people to
her monthly cooking classes. Kristina
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volunteered at the health department
with their weight loss classes, health
fairs, and diabetes classes. She also
helped with school backpacks, the
local homemakers club, and kids’
health programs in the community.

After three months of cooking
classes, a health food store in
Somerset asked her to teach the same
class there, enlarging her program
to two cooking classes a month.

That regimen has stayed the same

for the past decade, with hour-long
instruction in both locations. After five
years of making friends, volunteering,
and teaching cooking classes, people
began asking to buy Kristina’s food.

“So I operate a store here as well
as a restaurant,” she says. “I also saw
the need for a center of influence.
We are a community center. The
Farmers Market sets up here every
Wednesday during the summer and
conducts monthly board meetings
here in the winter. Several non-profit
organizations use our dining room
for board meetings.”

The local homemakers club meets
there once a month. The health



The end is near, stealing upon us

stealthily,

imperceptibly,

like the

noiseless approach of a thief in the

night. May the Lord grant that we shall

no longer sleep as do others, but that

we shall watch and be sober. The truth

is soon to triumph gloriously, and all who

now choose to be laborers together with
God will triumph with it. The time is short;
the night soon cometh when no man can
work. Let those who are rejoicing in the light
of present truth, now make haste to impart the
truth to others. The Lord is inquiring, “Whom
shall I send?” Those who wish to sacrifice for

the truth’s sake, are now to respond, “Here am |,

Lord; send me.

department plans to conduct
diabetes classes there because
the restaurant attracts more
people than their own facility.
“I just have to prepare the
food,” Kristina says.

She joined the Chamber of
Commerce, which then asked
her to cater their lunches a
few times a year. That led to a
seat on the board of directors
and election as president.

She also represents
restaurants on the county
tourism commission and sits
on the advisory council for the
agricultural extension service.

On Thursdays, she drives 30
miles to Somerset and delivers
sack lunches and baked goods
to local businesses there. She
loves getting out and meeting
people where they are!

Customers daily patronize
the restaurant serving plant-
based foods as well as baked
whole-grain goods. Organic
herbs and supplements are on

the shelves for sale. Patrons
on one afternoon included
two out-of-state families; one
local repeat customer liking
the potato soup, spaghetti,
chili, bilberry tea, and
vitamins; and four Adventist
golfers from East Tennessee
ordering tomato-avocado
sandwiches, veggie burgers,
pinto bean chili, granola, and
Mediterranean rice salad.

Kristina’s mother runs the
restaurant on Thursdays with
the help of two employees.
Four part-time employees
comprise the staff, with one
or two on duty during any
given day. Kristina also runs
an apprenticeship training
program for students who
want to learn the health/
restaurant ministry.

Kristina’s supportive
husband began as a computer
programmer, then added a
bivocational lay ministry and
began serving two churches.
When the Kentucky-Tennessee

— Counsels For The Church, p. 64

Conference called him into
full-time ministry of serving
four churches, the community
responded positively, calling
him a circuit-riding preacher.

Operating the restaurant
has led to Kristina giving two
Bible studies a week, resulting
in two baptisms so far.

Kristina, a seventh-
generation Seventh-day
Adventist, grew up in
Washington State and earned
a degree in personal ministries
at Ouachita Hills College in
Arkansas.

“When Daniel and I
married, we moved here to
bless others. It’s my dream
come true!” she says. “Every
Christian should be a witness
wherever they are. It just takes
being intentional. There’s
nothing better than sharing
Jesus’ love with others!”
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the Song Is
FARM STEW"’

oy Joy Kauffman, MPH, FARM STEW q',(
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Joy Kauffman is the
founder of FARM STEW.
She graduated Magna Cum
Laude from both Johns
Hopkins University with a
Masters in Public Health
and from Virginia Tech
with a B.S. in International
Nutrition. She is also a
Master Gardener through
the University of lllinois.
She was a Presidential
Management Fellow and
worked for six years with
the Department of Health
and Human Services in
Washington D.C. Joy has
been married 21 years
and is the mother of two
teenage girls and ‘grandma’
to two orange cats.

ifteen women in brightly

colored dresses, a few fully

veiled, gather together under
the shade of a mango tree to cook.
In Wanyange Hill, this rural village
in eastern Uganda, there is no
electricity or running water, yet these
women have something many others
lack: joy!

What is the celebration?

It is a FARM STEW training day!
Today the women will learn to make
a rainbow dish (a mix of colorful
vegetables), and soy scrambled eggs
(tofu). Besides learning to cook
healthy meals, the community is
growing healthier, both spiritually
and mentally. Even marriages are
becoming healthier too!

The change in the villagers is a
result of FARM STEW’s mission: to
promote the health and well-being of
poor families and vulnerable people
around the world. FARM STEW’s
vision is inspired by Jesus’s desire
that all “may have life and have it
more abundantly” (John 10:10).
Through FARM STEW training,
participants learn to address the
root causes of hunger, disease, and
poverty, including spiritual and
relational poverty.

Mrs. Irene, an Adventist church
member and the head organizer of
a local women’s group, says, “Our

husbands were even suffering; they
even wanted to run away. But we
women are now OK; we have kitchen
gardens, have soy gardens, and have
learned about sanitation. Before,

I never used to wash my hands. I
knew about soap, but we had no
money for it. Then we learned that
we can wash our hands with ash. It
is helping us stay healthy. May God
bless this program until the end.”

All the women express their great
appreciation for Betty and Jonah,
the two FARM STEW trainers who,
every Tuesday for the past five
months, have shared the “recipe of
abundant life.”

Norah, another FARM STEW
participant, shared her story of
transformation. Norah had been
struggling to feed her four children
and there was tension between her
and her husband. But so much has
changed. She says, “I give my thanks
to God who gave us life. God has
enabled you people, the FARM STEW
guys, who have brought this message
to us. When FARM STEW teaches
you, it helps your family, your
community, and even your neighbors.
Even our husbands are surprised,
asking, ‘Where did you learn this?’
We always tell them, ‘FARM STEW,
FARM STEW! The FARM STEW
lessons are not something to hide;
you reach somebody’s home, and



you can see they were taught
FARM STEW. In our homes,
the plates talk FARM STEW. In
our homes, the song is FARM
STEW.” (To watch Norah’s
video testimony, visit FARM
STEW'’s website at www.
farmstew.org/post.)

The song in these
communities echoes the song
of Moses and of the Lamb, as
they give glory, honor, and
praise to God for what He
has done for them. The hope
is that “all nations will come
and fall down in worship
before You, for Your acts of
justice have been revealed”
(Revelation 15:4, NKJV).

Susan, another church
member, also shares: “I didn’t

know the importance of water.

Now I know that I need to
drink water. I have a very big
difference in my skin. Every
morning, before we brush our
teeth, we take water.

“We now have vegetables.
We know how to plant them,
and even if they are not
ready yet, we can use the
wild greens and jackfruit. My
husband reminds me about
the training, saying, ‘Every
Tuesday, training day!”

These Adventist women
are reaching out to their
neighbors, even Muslim
women, in a way that
exemplifies “Christ’s method
alone,” as described by Ellen
White in The Ministry of
Healing (p. 143).

Although what is happening
in Wanyange Hill is incredibly
hopeful, they still lack one of
life’s essentials: clean water.

The water they use is
muddy in color and full of
parasites. Those organisms
grow inside the body, swelling
the belly with a swarm of
worms that get first “dibs”
on the food that enters the
stomach. Many children have
a similar look due to the
parasites: skinny arms, sunken
eyes, and big fat bellies that
are teeming with life.

In the next few months, all
that will change. The locals
are working together to solve
the water situation. Mrs. Irene
has organized her women’s
group into a FARM STEW
Savings Club, and now that the
villagers have vegetables to
sell, each member brings 6,000
Ugandan shillings (about $1.75)
to contribute every week.

Winter 2020

FARM STEW will partner
with the group to bring
clean water to their village
by contracting with a local
drilling company. Community
members will be required to
bring the stones and sand
for the well, in addition to
getting training on pump
maintenance. Their savings
will provide the insurance
plan they need to ensure the
pump will be maintained and
repaired quickly if it ever
breaks down!

FARM STEW has planned
50 water projects, impacting
an estimated 2,500 families
at the cost of $15 per person,
at an average cost of $4,680
per repaired or drilled well in
2020. Contributions to FARM
STEW will be matched dollar
for dollar up to $84,000!

We can only imagine that
at the pump, the song will be
FARM STEW.

Learn more about FARM
STEW and how you can get
involved at farmstew.org.



“I was in prison and ye came unto me,” h ﬁ
Matthew 25:35-40 Breg Iu 22

Christmas Behind Bars Outreach Ministries has been actively involved in prison ministry
for over 20 years, reaching over 50,000 inmates per year across the country.

Our growing ministry is in need of 3 vehicles:

1) Used Car and 2) Nice Minivan - both of these vehicles are needed to assist former inmates as they transition back into society.

3) Semi-Tractor - to be used together with our refrigerated trailer to take gift packages and Bibles to prisoners all over the country.

Please give as the Lord impresses you to do so today. Your sponsorship will make it possible for us to continue to go as we grow. May God bless
you for your willingness to help sponsor the Christmas Behind Bars Outreach Ministries. We thank you so very much!

Lemuel & Donna Vega
CHRISTMAS BEHIND BARS
PO Box 474
Bluffton , Indiana, 46714

Ph: 260-827-8835 * Fax: 260-824-8642
Web: ChristmasBehindBars.org
E-mail: contact@christmasbehindbars.org

You may donate online at www.ChristmasBehindBars.org

Please mark your donation for semi-truck and trailer. Thank you for supporting this ministry! (Your donations are tax-deductible)

Free Christmas Behind Bars DVD for any sponsorship amount!
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For more information scan the
QR code or visit:

www.asiministries.org/chapters

ASI| Spring Chapter

Conferences

Western Canada Eastern Canada Lake Union Spring
Conference Conference Conference

Date: May 23 Date: May 29-30 Date: April 3-4

Location: British Columbia, Location: Toronto, Location: Indiana Academy,
Canada Canada Indiana

Atlantic Union Spring
Conference

Date: May 15-17

Location: Portsmouth,
New Hampshire
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Northwest Spring
Conference

Date: April 30 - May 2

Location: Walla Walla
University, Washington

3 h

EDWARD

ISLAND
Sy

D

ONTARIO

NOVA

Pacific Union Spring SCOTIA

Conference
Date: April 23-26

Location: Camp Cedar w DE
Falls, California CAL COLORADO _
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Columbia Union
Spring Conference

Date: April 24-25

Mid-America Union Rally

Date: May /-9 Location: Living
Location: Ramada Inn, Hope Center,
D Colorad . . irgini
Snver, Lolorado Southern Union Spring eIl
Conference
Southwestern Union Date: April 9-T1
Spring Conference Location: Mills Conference
Date: March 26-29 Center, Gatlinburg,
Tennessee

Location: InterrWellness
Retreat Center, Cleburne,
Texas



Jamie was enjoying the
care-free life of a sailor
on the blue waters of
the South Pacific when
God called him to a

life of mission service.
The work of offering
hope and healing to the
people from the islands
of Micronesia began
more than 40 years
ago and continues to
this day.

by Jamie Spence, Canvasback Missions

hat would you do if
you suffered in pain for
26 years?

What if you suffered a knee injury
and had no way to correct the
problem—causing you continual
misery? Could you handle it?

Allow me to introduce you to Edith
and her story.

Edith, a woman from an island
in Micronesia, had an accident that
left her with a bad knee, causing
her unending pain. As if that wasn’t
bad enough, Edith’s knee joint
would lock while she walked. It
would sometimes lock so fast she
would be thrown forward on her
hands and face.

“I went to the hospital but they
offered little help. They simply didn’t
have doctors with enough expertise
to conduct the required surgery,” says
Edith. “The best they could offer me
was frequent visits to the Physical
Therapy department where they
attempted to relieve the pain—with

little success.”

Edith continued to visit the
hospital’s PT department for
over 206 years.

However, everything changed the
day our Canvasback Orthopedic
Super Team arrived on the island of
Palau to conduct clinics and perform
many, much-needed surgeries.

Edith’s story is not unlike the
gloomy stories of many others.
Each time we conduct orthopedic
clinics, we examine people who have
suffered in pain for many years and
who could have their pain relieved
through surgery—the very surgeries
that Canvasback provides.

Unfortunately, the number of
needed surgeries far exceed both
the time and finances available. In
a recent orthopedic mission trip,
we successfully completed 24 total
knee replacements, one total hip
replacement, six other orthopedic
surgeries, gave 115 injections
for osteoarthritis relief, and saw
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hundreds of other islanders
in our clinic. The cost to
transport the team and the
cost of medical supplies was
over $1,000,000. The cost to
the patients? Zero.

We also trained the local
hospital staff in various
procedures that will help
them greatly as they carry on
their work. At the end of our
trip, we had identified more
than 40 patients who need a
total knee replacement in the
next year.

Orthopedics, however, is
not the only help Canvasback
Missions offers. From their
humble beginnings sailing the
remote islands of Micronesia,
Canvasback founders Jamie
and Jacque Spence found
Christ and were moved to
bring hope and medical
help to those who were in
great need.

A unique blend of outreach, P
practical training, and
academics

offered in the following areas:
Pastoral Evangelism & Bible Instruction
Elementary & Secondary Education
Midwifery | Health Ministry | Media Ministry

Distance learning programs are also available.

admissions@hartland.edu

Almost 38 years later,
Canvasback continues to grow.
In 2019, eight trips will bring
Orthopedic, Ophthalmology,
Gynecology, and Colonoscopy
Super Teams to the islands to
conduct clinics and surgeries
that will change hearts and
lives one miracle at a time.

In conjunction with the
government of Majuro and the
island hospital, Canvasback
has established an amazing
Wellness Center that is helping
to reverse diabetes among
the people. Many islanders
operate their barbeques from
8:00 in the morning to late at
night, filling them with lots of
pork and turkey tails—a great
delicacy there.

The Wellness Center offers
three healthy meals a day, a
traveling food truck, exercise
classes, vegetable garden
training classes, and health
screening teams that travel

Bachelor, associate, and certificate programs are

(540) 672-3100

hartland.edu

across the island to help
identify problems and educate
the people. We have written a
classroom instructional book
on health that is being used
throughout the island school
system with very good results.
We are working to change

the habits and mindset of the
younger generation!

Jesus first healed the people
so they could then focus
on the gospel. Canvasback
has taken His model very
seriously.

The revitalized health
of several island nations
is causing other islands to
take notice. They are asking
Canvasback to “Come over
and help us!” Praise the Lord.

Learn more about our work
at Canvasback.org.
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Karen is happily married
to John, and has four
children and three
grandchildren. Along
with working in Human
Resources for over 15
years, she partners with
John in their worldwide
ministry, HeReturns.
She is also a Bible
teacher and the VP of
Communications for

ASI Mid-America. Her
passion is proclaiming
the Lord's end-time
message and being an
instrument in saving
souls.
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hat does it mean to have

boots on the ground for

Christ? As a Seventh-
day Adventist church member, I
really had no idea. I would take my
children to church each Sabbath and
do the best I could during the week
to pray and study my Bible. I started
to lead out in a women’s Bible study
each week at church and saw the
growth as we dug deeply into God’s
Word. But all these women already
knew the Lord. There were so many
unreached in the world, and I had no
idea what to do to reach them. Sadly,
when it came to missions, I was
asleep like many of us.

“Boots on the ground” is defined
as ground troops who are fighting in
a war or conflict. The Apostle Paul
writes in Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV):
“For we do not wrestle against flesh
and blood, but against principalities,

against powers, against rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.” How is it possible to get
engaged in missions and spread the
everlasting gospel to the world?

As I pondered this question,
a church friend of mine told my
husband, John, and me about
Adventist-laymen’s Service &
Industries (ASID) and invited us to
an ASI Mid-America convention in
Kansas City in the spring of 2015.
We walked into that convention
with our youngest son, Robby, not
knowing that it was about to change
our lives. We listened to the Members
in Action (MIA) segment, heard the
speaker (Ty Gibson), and visited all
the exhibit booths. We were also able
to share meals and fellowship with
missionary-minded people. We were
so impressed that we decided to
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join ASI as an “Organizational
Non-Profit” with HeReturns,
our 501(c)3 ministry.

Our first ASI International
Convention was in Spokane,
Washington, that same year.
We were able to witness ASI’s
motto, “Sharing Christ in the
Marketplace,” in action on
an even larger scale. We met
mission-minded individuals
and ministries from all over
the world and were impressed
that the Lord was giving us
our marching orders.

By the spring of 2016, at the
ASI Mid-America convention
in Denver, Colorado, we
had our boots on ready to
go. We wanted to be part of
this great organization that
is committed to spreading

hartlandlifestyle.com

the three angels’ messages

to the world and to awaken
church members to the
opportunities to serve. When
asked to serve as ASI officers
in the Mid-America Union, we
wholeheartedly accepted.

What does it mean to
be an ASI officer? It takes
commitment and prayer. We
have worked with our team
to plan and work rallies,
design and distribute flyers
and newsletters, commit to
monthly conference calls,
update our website, work
with various local churches
and pastors, position
Members in Action (MIA)
spots, secure keynote and
seminar speakers, coordinate
music and audiovisual teams,
arrange hotel accommodations

mydonors.info

= Collaborates
with QB.
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Join the mydonors community!

Mydonors leverages the knowledge of a collaborative community
of ministries and nonprofits to build a better system. Connect
with, track and update your donor base.

Free Demo!
888.777.8775

contact@myDonors.info

and meals, and much, much
more. We passionately pray at
rallies and conventions for the
Holy Spirit to move people

to service just as the Lord

had moved us.

Our commitment to serve as
ASI officers has led to a global
view of the need for “Sharing
Christ in the Marketplace.” We
are amazed at how the Lord
works to connect individuals
and ministries from all over
the world to work together
to finish His work. With
these mission boots on, we
have traveled where the Lord
has led, spreading the good
news of ASI involvement
and encouraging others to
do the same.




Nonprofit Leadership Certification Program

ASI Pre-Convention Workshop - July 27-29, 2020
Rosen Shingle Creek, Orlando, Florida

PRESENTERS

Philip Baptiste, Secretary/Treasurer
Adventist-laymen's Services & Industries
North American Division

Sung Kwon, Executive Director
Adventist Community Services
North American Division

Karnik Doukmetzian, General Counsel
Office of General Counsel
General Conference

Tim Northrop, President
Adventist Risk Management
General Conference

Lilya Wagner, Director
Philanthropic Service for Institutions
North American Division

REGISTER TODAY

www.asiministries.org

Regular Rate - $150/person

Student Discount Rate - $100/person
**Includes two meals and complimentary books

Michael Brown, Associate Director
Philanthropic Service for Institutions
North American Division
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development program that is designed to equip

ministries and nonprofit organizations.

Co-sponsored by the North American Division of the Seventh-day Adventist Church:

Adventist Community Services (g Adventist-laymen’s Services & Industries
www.communityservices.org "-Fﬂsﬂ“f_«lf?g r www.asiministries.org '
Phone: 443-391-7253 Ig Phone: 443-391-7235 ADVENTIST-LAYMEN’S

SERVICES & INDUSTRIES

2020 ASI Convention | July 29 - August 1

Register at www.asiministries.org




Outreach
Ministries

WAREHOUSE NEEDED...

" --that we may continue to go and share j
. the Gospel with the imprisoned. ~
Will you please helphy
. Sponsoring this .

| ministry today?

[f5 o go Prisoners.
A
wwChistmasBehindBars.org -}

A

We have to relocate from our 7,000 sq. ft. warehouse.
We are looking to build a 12,000 to 15,000 sq. ft. facility
that will enable us to meet our ministry needs and the
Outreach projected growth of Christmas Behind Bars.

Ministries | Christmas Behind Bars started over 20 years ago in a classroom at a local
church. It has grown every year and is now reaching yearly over 50,000

P.0. Box 474 prisoners across the country. Care Packages to each prisoner include
Bluffton, IN 46714 Bibles, devotional books, hygiene items and miscellanoous snack items.
Ph: 260-827-8835 These Care Packages are a blessing to those behind bars, letting them

(We are a 501C3 non-profit org) know that they are not forgotten, God loves them and there is hope in Him.

Please help us today by donating online at ChristmasBehindBars.org

Email: Contact@ChristmasBehindBars.org - Web: www.ChristmasBehindBars.org
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