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“ R E V I VA L”
T h e  C h r i st i a n ’ s  favo r i t e  b u z z  Wo r d ?

E D I TO R ’ S  N OT E

Christians tend to talk a lot about revival. Revival is almost a buzz word in Christian communities these days. 
This year’s ASI theme is “Revived to Witness: United. Transformed. Sent.” Perhaps it seems ASI is jumping on the buzz-word bandwagon. 
Many groups, churches, and organizations use the word revival because it sounds good—it even feels good. Who doesn’t want revival? 
Revival is raising your hands during prayer, getting goosebumps while listening to a praise song, or feeling inspired after a powerful 
sermon. 

Or is it? Perhaps revival is so much more than a temporary feeling.

Perhaps revival is uniting with our fellow believers. Not on a superficial level, but on a level that requires introspection of our own wrongs 
and forgiveness of others’. It’s not always pleasant and it doesn’t always feel good. Unity is letting bygones be bygones, finding common 
ground with someone you may not even like, and laying aside differences in pursuit of a common goal.

Perhaps revival is personal transformation but not always in the feel-good way. Transformation may mean re-evaluating personal 
motivations, laying aside hurtful habits you’ve grown to like, and giving up goals that do not serve Christ’s purpose. 

Perhaps revival is opening yourself to be sent—anywhere and at any time. This means giving up personal plans in light of Christ’s. It may 
mean dropping everything to go to a place you’ve never gone, or knocking on your neighbor’s door with a plate of warm cookies, or 
anything in between. 

Revival is a painful work. It’s giving yourself fully to Christ and allowing Him to change you, fill you, and send you where He sees fit. C.S. 
Lewis puts it this way: “I wonder if people who asked for God to intervene in our world, really know what they are asking. Will they want to 
be there when God really does intervene?”

We at ASI are seeking revival. Not the feel-good revival, but the revival that will bring about change, not only in ourselves, but in our 
church, communities, and across the world. Because as hard as revival may be, its rewards are infinite. Revival offers peace within our-
selves and with others, direction in life, and trust and rest in Christ. 

As Psalm 23 says: “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.”

Revival may come at a cost, but it promises the greatest reward.

Are you ready to be revived to witness?

KRISTI 
JENSEN

Kristi Jensen runs a communications com-
pany and serves as editor and convention 
planner for ASI. She believes people’s stories 
are their most powerful witnessing tool—and 
she loves inspiring and equipping people to 
share theirs.
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O U R  P R ay e r 
F o r  R E V I VA L

Seventh-day Adven-
tists have long looked 
forward to the second 
coming of the Lord. This 

has been even more true in 
the last two years as we have 
endured political dissension, 
strife, and pestilence. We have 
even said these are certain 
signs of the nearness of this 
long-awaited event. But are 
we seeing the whole picture? 
We are fatigued and dis-
mayed by the pandemic and 
are saddened by events taking 
place and viewpoints ex-
pressed in our country. We are 
grieved and even astonished 
by divisions we have seen in 
our church—our own Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church. 
Could it be that the Lord is 
calling us to a divine reset? 

Ellen White said this: “A re-
vival of true godliness among 
us is the greatest and most ur-
gent of all our needs. To seek 

this should be our first work. 
There must be earnest effort 
to obtain the blessing of the 
Lord, not because God is not 
willing to bestow His bless-
ing upon us, but because we 
are unprepared to receive it. 

Our heavenly Father is more 
willing to give His Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him, than are 
earthly parents to give good 
gifts to their children. But it 
is our work, by confession, 
humiliation, repentance, and 
earnest prayer, to fulfill the 
conditions upon which God 
has promised to grant us His 
blessing. A revival need be 
expected only in answer to 
prayer. While the people are 
so destitute of God’s Holy 
Spirit, they cannot appreciate 

the preaching of the Word; 
but when the Spirit’s power 
touches their hearts, then the 
discourses given will not be 
without effect. Guided by 
the teachings of God’s Word, 
with the manifestation of His 
Spirit, in the exercise of sound 
discretion, those who attend 
our meetings will gain a pre-
cious experience, and return-
ing home, will be prepared to 
exert a healthful influence” 
(Selected Messages, book 1, p. 
121, emphasis supplied).  
 
On August 3, our annual ASI 
Convention will convene. It is 
our prayer that the message 
above will bring each of us 
to a recognition of the work 
that God wants to do in each 
of our lives so that the end 
will, in fact, be near—nearer 
than when we first believed. 
Our heaven-sent theme for 
this convention is Revived to 
Witness: United. Transformed. 

b y  A n d i  H u n s a k e r

Our  heavenly  father  is  more  
willing  to  give  his  holy  
spirit  to  them  that  ask.
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Sent. Our theme text is Acts 
2:1-4. We often focus on verse 
1: “When the Day of Pentecost 
had fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place.” 
But we need to ask the ques-
tion, how did they come to be 
of one accord? 

I think it is clear from the con-
text provided in Luke 24 and 
Acts 1 that the disciples had 
a true conversion experience 
which included confession, 
humiliation, repentance, and 
earnest prayer. Unity of the 
upper room was not natural, 
for we know the disciple’s 
history. They needed repen-
tance and confession. Do we 

Andi Hunsaker and her 
husband, Bob, are both 
physicians and graduates 
of Loma Linda University 
School of Medicine. They 
make their home in Sudbury, 
Massachusetts. 

Andi practices medicine 
full-time at a major teaching 
hospital in Boston, Massa-
chusetts. She is a regular 
Sabbath School teacher in her 
home church in Stoneham, 
Massachusetts, and has a 
passion for the Word of God.

need that ourselves? We speak 
of revival and reformation, 
but how about repentance? Is 
there a work that God wants 
to do in us so that we can be 
truly effective for Him? 
Are you ready for this year’s 
ASI convention? Are you 
ready to be transformed and 
to receive God’s Spirit? Are 
you ready for sermons and 
testimonies that will draw 
your hearts out after God? Are 
you ready to be inspired and 
encouraged by your brothers 
and sisters in Christ? 

We pray that we will not only 
be uplifted but be able to join 
Peter and John in saying, 
“For we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen 
and heard” (Acts 4:20). My 
prayer is that God will speak 
to each of our hearts individ-
ually.

Are  You  ready  to  be 
 transformed  and  to  
receive  God’s  Spirit?
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How to donate to this ministry:
 By Credit Card:  Call 260-827-8835    By Mail:  Christmas Behind Bars, PO Box 474, Bluffton, IN 46714

Online:  ChristmasBehindBars.org/donate    (All donations are tax deductible)(We are a 501c3 non-profit ministry)

Your sponsorship makes a difference! 100% of your donations go to helping the prisoners!
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.   -John 8:12

The Light of God’s Word
in the hands of a prisoner.

God’s Light Shines in the Darkness!
Prisons can be a dark, lonely and hopeless place for the prisoners...

But God’s light shines into the darkness to bring hope.
We here at Christmas Behind Bars believe that God has given this ministry the responsibility to reach 

out to prisoners with the light of the Gospel of love. We bring hope and encouragement to as many prisoners 
as God provides us the resources, and we share with them about salvation in Jesus Christ alone. We reach 
out with care packages filled with hygiene items, reading material, 
homemade “Thinking of You” cards, and Bibles. We let them know that 

they are loved, and that there is hope 
for them when they come to Christ in 
a saving relationship.

Would you be willing to partner 
with us to help reach prisoners with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 

Please prayerfully consider a 
donation to this ministry today...
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g o d  st i l l h e a l s
T h r o u g h  b e l l a v i sta c l i n i c s

Mission Projects, Inc. 
(MPI) supports med-
ical, educational, and 
missionary outreach 

in the areas of Mexico, Gua-
temala, Belize, Thailand, and 
the Philippines. We are grate-
ful to have recently received a 
story of one of the most strik-
ing examples of God’s leading 
and blessings.

Yasmín Gris tells how, years 
ago, it was just her and her 
husband, Dr Guillermo Gris, 
who performed the surgeries 
for their MPI facility. They 
had developed some very 
important habits, like praying 
with the patients and their 
family before each surgery 
and playing and singing 
hymns during the surgery. 
In 42 years they never lost 
a patient and never had an 
infection!
 
Yasmín explained that, years 

ago, when a patient awoke 

after surgery she said, “You 
were not the only ones in the 
room.” When asked what she 
meant, the patient stated she 
had seen three shining beings 
in the room with them. Dr. 
Gris shook it off, thinking that 
the patient had been under 
the influence of the drugs.

However, this continued to 
happen with other patients—
three times in one week! (See 
Matthew 18:16.) 

Recently, the MPI facility 
gained some new additions 
to their surgical team who 
are not Adventist, or in some 
cases, not even Christian. The 
old habits of playing hymns 
and praying were questioned 

and the unspoken rule of the 
anesthesia person getting to 
pick the music became a prob-
lem. So Yasmín Gris consulted 
with her son, Dr. Jairo Gris, 
and they decided to play the 
music before the rest of the 
team arrived. Praying for and 
with the patients continued, 
even though the new team-
mates initially objected.  

When they were questioned 
as to their practices, Yasmín 
shared with the team how 
in 42 years, God had blessed 

them and they had never lost 
a patient and never had an in-
fection. Now the team encour-
ages the playing of hymns 
and makes sure a prayer is 
said before each operation. We 
at MPI believe the angels are 

B y  Tr a c y  a n d  L u i s  A l o n z o ,  E d  a n d  R u t h  M c Ke n z i e ,  a n d  E t h e l  P r i c e

“You  were  not  the  only  
ones  in  the  room”

They  had  never  
lost  a  patient
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Tentmakers Needed!
Dentist • Teacher • Eye doctor • Medical doctor • Male/Female • Even a construction worker 

TotalEmployment.org
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still standing with them, not 
only guiding the surgeon’s 
hands but working on the 
teammates’ hearts.

We praise the Lord for His 
amazing love and for His 
leading in the ministries and 
outreach of  Mission Projects, 
Inc. It is our commitment 
to work with and for God 
in every avenue  possible to 
reach even one more for His 
soon-coming kingdom! Let’s 
unite, stand up as a  mighty, 
great army for the Lord, and 
share the boundless love, care, 
and sacrifice of our  Savior, 
Jesus Christ, for each person 
on this earth! 

Ethel Price is the Mission Proj-
ects, Inc. (MPI) newsletter editor 
and an MPI board member. She 
and her late husband, Loren, 
went on four mission trips with 
ShareHim and The Quiet Hour 
team, to Ghana, Ukraine, Haiti, 
and Papua New Guinea and love 
mission work. She still works as 
a field representative for the U.S. 
Census Bureau, and the Lord 
still sends His divine appoint-
ments and miracles!

Tracie and Luis Alonzo are small 
business owners in the beauti-
ful state of Tennessee. They feel 
blessed to have opportunities to 
be used by God.

For more amazing 
stories, visit 
www.missionprojectsinc.org.

In 2003, Ed and Ruth Macken-
zie sold their home on Whidbey 
Island and traveled doing mis-
sion work for seven years before 
settling down in Yakima, Wash-
ington. They spent a lot of that 
time in Belize, the Philippines, 
Guatemala, and Mexico, as well 
as in other countries.They joined 
Mission Projects, Inc. in 2003 
and have served in the role of 
president since 2006.
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P i c t u r e 
r o l l s  t e st i m o n y

We placed an order for 
two Picture Roll sets 
on March 8 of last year. 
We thought we had 

found someone who could 
hand carry them on a flight 
overseas, but that didn’t work 
out. We were still longing for 
these tools of evangelism to 
reach very remote locations, 
so we kept praying despite 
the setbacks.
 
The only idea we could come 
up with was to send the rolls 
to a man in India who had 
been able to work directly 
with customs.
 
The Picture Rolls eventually 
reached our contact, who then 
forwarded them on to two 
very dedicated people in dif-
ferent locations (whose names 
are kept confidential for safety 
reasons). The first Picture Roll 
set arrived at its destination 
three weeks ago and the sec-

ond set arrived at its location 
last week. 
 

The pictures on the rolls are 
a very important aspect of 
the teaching and learning 
process. The pictures make 
a deep impression on hearts 
and minds. Sharon was so 
thrilled to receive the picture 
rolls after patiently waiting 
and praying for months for 
their safe arrival. It is always 
a miracle when the items sent 
arrive safely. 
 
The pictures below show 
Sharon (not her real name) 
walking with her team for 
many hours in a creative-ac-
cess country to reach a remote 
village to share Bible truths 

with villagers. Sharon is able 
to travel between two coun-
tries and knows the languages 
of both, as well as English. 
She was born and raised a 
Buddhist and was asked by a 
Holy Spirit-inspired foreign 
“teacher” to be an interpreter 
for the messages he would 
present. Then, after translat-
ing, she, her husband, and son 
were converted. Now they are 
on fire for sharing the gospel 
and are glad to have the Pic-
ture Rolls to help do that.

B y  D e n n i s  a n d  J u d y  S k a n d u n a s

The pictures 
make deep impressions 

on hearts and minds

“Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 

unto the end of the world. Amen.”

Matthew 28:19, 20
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P i c t u r e 
r o l l s  t e st i m o n y

Since 2011, the Lord has given 
Dennis and Judy Skandunas the 
great privilege of seeing how He 
is working in some very remote 
parts of the world, including in 
Alaska, India, and Nepal. Dennis 
is a painter and helps Adventist 
ministries paint orphanages and 
schools. The couple is typically 
gone from their home in north 
Idaho four to nine months of 
the year. They are completely 
self-supporting, traveling as the 
Lord leads.

What’s a 24/7 Missionary?
Come find out while enjoying a special lunch 
with us at the ASI Convention! Plus visit 
ASAP Ministries at booth #802 and  
Angel One at booth #306! 
We can’t wait to talk MISSIONS with you and 
seek to be 24/7 MISSIONARIES together!
THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, AT 12:30 P.M. 
Rosen Shingle Creek Resort & Convention Center  
in Orlando, Florida

A partnership event presented by

Please RSVP for LUNCH by July 31
Register at asapministries.org

Check Out ASAP’s 
Mission Matters 
Videos!

ASAP_ASI_Ad_May2022.indd   1ASAP_ASI_Ad_May2022.indd   1 5/12/22   1:50 PM5/12/22   1:50 PM



How can you be a witness in your circle of influence?

Journal Prompt
“Ye are My witnesses, saith the LORD, and My servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe Me, and understand 
that I am He: before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me.”

Isaiah 43:10

What are some ways God has used you to be a witness to others?

What are some practical steps you can take to increase your circle of influence?

Challenge: 
Pray and ask God to show you how to witness to those around you. Ask Him to open your eyes to see where 
He is already working and how you can help Him win souls. 
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Connect 
   with
     missions
        today!

Watch Adventist mission programs 
free on your phone, Roku,  

smart TV or computer. Go to  
gotv.org to discover how.An on-demand video streaming service  

brought to you by Gospel Outreach,  
with mission programming courtesy of:

gotv.org



H a n i k a’ s  D r e a m

The first fellowship meal 
for our home church was 
finished, and there was 
still rice left over. The 

children sat together talking 
in the next room. Bair was 
visiting with the men and I sat 
near Hanika, a Bible worker 
for Himadria, listening to her 
chat with Reeva and waiting 
to ask them questions. I sat 
there basking in the sounds 
of the local language. I loved 
listening to Hanika and Ree-
va—the expressions they used 
and the way 
they ended 
their sen-
tences with a 
quick, lilting 
“No?” that really meant yes. 
Both were quick to laugh. 
Reeva, our Himadri person of 
peace, had first heard about 
the Sabbath from Hanika.
“Sister, when did you first 
meet Reeva?” I asked as soon 
as I got the chance to break 

into the conversation.

“I met her in an office,” Han-
ika replied. She hesitated a 
moment, and I leaned for-
ward expectantly. But I was 
completely unprepared for 
what she said next. “Actual-
ly, I saw her face in a dream. 
I had a dream that I needed 
to cross over a muddy place, 
and I didn’t know how. In 
front of me was a big moun-
tain that I needed to climb. 
Reeva came and urged me to 

cross over the 
mud. Then 
she began 
boosting me 
up the moun-

tain. It was very steep, but as 
I climbed, my hands and feet 
stuck to the rock, and I was 
able to go quickly. As I neared 
the top, I saw someone look-
ing over the edge and waiting 
for me. It was a man in a red 
robe. At first I thought he was 

a monk. But then I looked 
closer. On his head was a 
crown of thorns, and I knew it 
was Jesus. I reached my hand 
up to Him, and He reached 
down and took it, pulling me 
up to the mountaintop.

“About a month later, I saw 
Reeva in an office. I didn’t rec-
ognize her immediately, but 
later that day I realized why 
she had looked familiar. She 
was the one in my dream.”
My mind whirled as the 
meaning of the dream settled 
over me. The mud and the 
mountain needed no interpre-
tation. The many difficulties 
facing the work in Himadria 
were represented clearly in 
these two obstacles. Back-
slidden members, personal 
sins, and attacks of Satan are 
like mud, making the way 
forward difficult to see and 
tricky to traverse. The task of 
going into a closed area, look-

B y  B a l a  P a t e l

“Actually,  I  Saw  Her  Face  
In  A  Dream”
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ing for open doors and open 
hearts in a place where Chris-
tianity is not wanted, loomed 
like a mountain. Hanika told 
how she had come every day 
to pray with Reeva, how there 
had been so many difficulties 
in Reeva’s life at the time, and 
how Reeva had been impa-
tient and unbelieving. I knew 
this part of the story because 
Reeva had also told it to me.
“When did you have the 
dream?” I asked.

“A year ago last February,” 
Hanika told me.

Her words stunned me, and 
my eyes began filling with 
tears. I looked at the two 
women before me with com-
pletely new eyes. It had been 
that February when we had 
been in the midst of special 
prayer for the Himadri Proj-
ect. Many had joined us in 
praying. I remembered how 
I had prayed specifically that 
God would work in Himadria 
and touch the heart of some-
one, equipping them to be-
come a person of peace who 
could lead the work forward. 
I had prayed that God would 
send a dream, 
if necessary, 
to bring this 
person to a 
knowledge of 
His truth. In 
the faces of these two beauti-
ful ladies, I was looking at the 
tangible answer to one of my 
deepest prayers. I wanted to 
cry and scream and laugh all 
at once.
But instead, I wiped my eyes, 

leaned forward, and told 
them about my prayer asking 
God for a dream and a person 
of peace. Hanika listened and 
then told me about her own 
prayer. “For 10 years I have 
prayed and cried to the Lord. 
I said, ‘Lord, I’m not asking 
You for money or property or 
wealth. I’m just asking You 
to send some of Your righ-
teous people here. You know 
that there are oceans between 
us and them. I cannot go to 
them. Please bring them to 
me.’ I have cried many tears—
you know that, Sister? One of 
my friends tells me my head 
is full of water.”

I laughed even as I contin-
ued to wipe my tears. The 
three of us sat looking at each 
other with new eyes, seeing 
the answers to our prayers in 
each other’s faces. My heart 
was ready to burst. It seemed 
the years of tears and prayers 
to God had been part of the 
labor pains of spiritual birth 
for Reeva and the Himadri 
church that God was raising 
up. We sat together and took 
a picture as the afternoon 
sun came through an open 

window and 
touched the 
yellow concrete 
walls of Ree-
va’s house. In 
that moment I 

tasted heaven, and it was un-
forgettable. There is no doubt. 
The hardships overcome, 
the struggles endured, and 
the tears shed are all worth 
it even now. In my mind’s 
eye, I can see us all before the 

throne. I can see their faces 
when they cast down their 
crowns at Jesus’ feet. And 
when I see God wipe away 
their tears, He’ll have to dry 
mine, too.

Bair and Bala Patel are pen 
names to protect the identities of 
these Adventist Frontier Mis-
sions (AFM) missionaries. AFM 
seeks to share the gospel with 
the hardest to reach people in the 
world.

I  was  looking  at  the 
tangible  answer  to  one  of 

my  deepest  prayers
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by Kristina McFeeters

Boil 4 quarts of water.
Add:
14 oz. Fettuccine pasta
1-2 T. salt
Cook until mostly tender.
Rinse and drain. Set aside.

Wash, chop, and set aside:
16 oz. mushrooms
1 medium onion

Blend until smooth:
2 13 oz. cans coconut milk
1 cup cashews
1 T. onion powder
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. paprika
2 tsp. Country Style Seasoning*

Mushroom 
Stroganoff

*Country Style Seasoning

½ cup salt
¼ cup celery salt
¼ cup onion powder
¼ cup parsley flakes
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. paprika
½ tsp. summer savory OR 
savory
½ tsp. marjoram
½ tsp. sage

Mix together and store in a jar 
or sealed spice container.
Use as a seasoning in gravies, 
soups, patties, etc. Makes a 
great substitute for chicken 
seasoning.

Kristina McFeeters is the owner 
of Kristina’s Kitchen, a plant-
based restaurant in Whitley City, 
Kentucky. Her passion is shar-
ing Jesus through food with the 
people in the poverty region of 
Eastern Kentucky Appalachia.

Visit www.kristinaskitchen.org 
for more recipes! Join Kristina 
the third Tuesday of every month 
at 6:00 P.M. for free cooking 
classes streamed on Facebook and 
inperson in Whitley City, Ken-
tucky.

1-2 tsp salt, to taste
1 T. Nutritional Yeast

Saute half of onions, until 
browned nicely.  Add half the 
garlic and mushrooms, and 
saute on medium high heat 
until mushrooms are brown, 
stirring occasionally.  Pour 
veggies into pasta.  Saute the 
remaining veggies the same 
way.  Pour blender mixture 
into the pan of freshly sau-
teed veggies.  Boil mixture 
for 1-2 minutes until mixture 
is creamy.  Add to the pasta 
and other sauteed veggies and 
stir.  Rinse blender with 1 cup 
water and add to pasta.
Let sit for a few minutes 
before serving.

Enjoy!
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Right  away
the  wheels

began  turning

W e st S ac r a m e n to 
S DA C H U R C H
B y  Z a n e l e  M a l a b a

“Often  our  plans  fail  that  
God’s  plans  for  us  may  
succeed”  
The Ministry of Healing,  page 473

Failed plans providentially 
led to the fulfillment of 
the mission at West Sac-
ramento SDA Church. 

Previously, Pastor Sasa An-
delkovic had contacted the 
BRI (Build and Restore In-
ternational) founder, Ostap 
Dzyndra, to request that a 
mission project be completed 
at his home church in Sacra-
mento. This request filtered 
to the back of Ostap’s mind. 
However, when an upcoming 
mission project was canceled, 
Ostap dropped to his knees 
to inquire of the Lord what he 
should do next. Pastor An-
delkovic’s name came to mind 
in answer to Ostap’s prayer. 
He immediately contacted the 
pastor and made the trek to 

survey the West Sacramento 
church in order to ascertain 
the need. 

A scene of dirty gutters and 
windows covered with spider 
webs greeted the onlookers. 
The church doors evidenced 
ruining rust with paint chip-
ping away on the doors and 
walls. The landscaping also 
told a sad story with over-
grown bushes that were push-
ing into the exterior walls, 
resulting in staining. Some of 
the plants were growing into 
the trim, thereby causing fur-
ther damage to the walls. The 
West Sacramento church was 
in much disrepair. In Haggai 
1, the Lord makes it known 
that He is displeased when 
His house remains in ruin. 
Verse 8 of the same chapter 
reads: “Go up into the moun-
tains and bring down timber 
and build my house so that I 
may take pleasure in it and be 

honored” (NIV). It is God’s 
will and good pleasure that 
we, as His people, show Him 
honor and reverence by tak-
ing careful consideration and 
care of our church structures 
and houses of worship. 

Right away the wheels be-
gan turning as to how the 
repairs and restoration of W. 
Sacramento church would be 
undertaken. Measurements 

and pictures were taken, paint 
colors determined, and a plan 
drafted. The work of building 
and restoring began one week 
later.

The Lord assembled 24 mis-
sionary volunteers within a 
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Ostap had been 
praying for 

a paint sprayer

week who began by pressure 
washing the church, repairing 
the broken wood as well as 
the trim, and sealing cracks, 
holes, windows, and doors. 
Light fixtures were repaired, 
light bulbs replaced, and a 
brand new door for the main-
tenance shed 
was built. A 
brand new mail-
box was also 
installed on the 
church grounds. 
The doors along 
with the walls were primed 
and painted, with 12 buckets 
of paint utilized altogether. 
It is hard to ignore the sig-
nificance of the number 12, 
which is a number that sig-
nifies perfection. Surely the 
Lord was perfecting the work 
through the faithful labors of 
the volunteers. 

The landscaping also re-
ceived an uplift as students 
cleaned up the entire church 
property, pulling weeds and 
dried plants. Volunteers also 
removed four palm trees that 
had become a potential haz-
ard to the church structure. 
Fencing was replaced, leaving 
the property a beautiful sight 
to behold!

Ostap had been praying for a 
paint sprayer, and three days 
before the mission would 
begin at the church, his cousin 
called him to tell him that he 
had purchased a new paint 
sprayer and offered him his 
old one, which was still in 
good condition. The miracles 
continued as three of the vol-

unteers brought chain saws 
with them that were need-
ed to complete the work of 
cutting down the palm trees. 
The Lord saw to it that all the 
workers came equipped and 
eager to do the work. God 
poured out His rich blessing 

in such a way that 
the mission was 
concluded in four 
days, two days 
ahead of schedule!

All through the 
ages the Lord has called for 
humble workmen to come, 
labor in His vineyards, and 
finish the work. The call is 
not an exclusive call. Friend, 
the call goes out to each and 
every one. What remains to be 
answered is who will answer 
the call. May it be that when 
the call comes to us, we too, 
like Isaiah, may say, “Here am 
I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8 NIV).

Zanele Malaba is a writer and 
speaker and also serves as wom-
en’s ministry leader at her local 
church. Her heartfelt desire is 
to be used as the ink horn in the 
writer’s hand—for Jesus, the Au-
thor and Finisher of our faith, to 
pen a life story that brings glory, 
praise and honor to Him. 
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How to donate to this ministry:
 By Credit Card:  Call 260-827-8835    By Mail:  Christmas Behind Bars, PO Box 474, Bluffton, IN 46714

Online:  ChristmasBehindBars.org/donate   

Prisons and prisoners....someone else’s problem!.....
.....unless we have a family member or close friend who is incarcerated.

For most of us, we are far removed from involvement with prisons and prisoners. 
We are happy that they exist, that they remove violent people from society and hopefully 
create somewhat of a deterrent to crime. But we like to keep prisons at a safe distance, 
“out of sight, out of mind.”

But what attitude should Christians have towards prisons and prisoners? Like many 
in our society, we could just proclaim, “lock ‘em up and throw away the key!” We could 

just write them off, as “they got what they deserved!” But God has commissioned us to live and preach Biblical principles. God 
challenges us to preach the Gospel to “all creatures,” which includes the prisoners (Mark 16:15). Jesus even said that to minister to the 
prisoners was the same as ministering to him, and to ignore them was to ignore him (Matt. 25:33-40). If we take God’s word seriously, 
we cannot align ourselves with those who proclaim “lock ‘em up and throw away the key!” God challenges us to take his message of 
repentance and forgiveness, and proclaim his justice and mercy, to everyone. Can we really live like it is “someone else’s problem?”

We here at Christmas Behind Bars believe that God has given this ministry the responsibility to reach out to prisoners with love, sharing 
with them about salvation in Jesus Christ alone. We reach out with care packages filled with snacks, soup packets, hygiene items, 
reading material, homemade “Thinking of You” cards, and Bibles. We let them know that they are loved, and that there is hope for 
them when they come to Christ in a saving relationship.

Would you be willing to partner with us to help reach the prisoners with the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Please prayerfully consider 
a donation to this ministry today. We say “thank you!” to those who see value in supporting this ministry to prisoners!

(Visit our website at www.ChristmasBehindBars.org for more information about our ministry).

Prisoners – Not My Problem?

 (all donations are tax deductible)(We are a 501c3 non-profit ministry)

Your sponsorship makes a difference! 100% of your donations go to helping the prisoners!

Not Your Typical Orphanage

See why we are different: kudavana.org

FAMILY REUNIFICATION ADOPTION CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION FOSTER CARE

YOUNG ADULT SUPPORT COUNSELING FAMILY WORSHIP SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Kuda Vana Partnership exists to empower the most vulnerable 
children of Zimbabwe to not just survive, but thrive. 
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A B o o k ,  a c h u r c h , 
a n d  a wa n d e r i n g  h e a rt

He  couldn’t  
put  it   down

The  holy  spirit  
was  working

While many churches 
were closed during 
the pandemic, a group 
of members from one 

of our Seventh-day Adven-
tist churches in Oregon were 
gathering to study a Creative 
Media Ministries
book: Overcoming Through Je-
sus. As the Holy Spirit moved 
the readers, they began to 
put the principles they were 
learning into practice, and a 
genuine revival took place. 
When their church reopened, 
they shared the revival and 
their testimonies with their 
church family. 

One of the members of the 
group had a son who had 
walked away from God and 
the church several years prior. 
He had been on drugs for 13 
years and was living in Cal-
ifornia. He happened to be 
visiting his parents in Oregon 
that weekend and attended 

church with them, only to 
hear his dad’s testimony as 
well as the testimonies of 
others who had read Over-
coming Through Jesus. When 
the family returned home, 
the son picked up the book 
and began reading it himself. 

He couldn’t put it down; he 
read the entire book! Before 
returning to California, he 
purchased 25 more copies to 
take with him!

The Holy Spirit was already 
working on his heart. On 
his drive to California, he 

stopped by every homeless 
person he saw and gave them 
food and new socks. Upon his 
arrival in California, he went 
to every friend he had used 
drugs with, and gave them 
a copy. Sad to say, many of 
them had also grown up in 
Adventist homes and had left 
the church. A few months lat-
er, this young man called me 
to share that he is off drugs 
and wants to get involved in 
ministry.

The beautiful gospel message 
which is presented with so 
much simplicity and clarity in 
Overcoming Through Jesus by 
Pastor Bill Liversidge, renews 
hope in those who have given 
up on Jesus, and brings reviv-
al to individuals and church-
es. It is in print in many 
languages around the world 
and distributed by the Pacific 
Press through all of our ABC 
stores in the North American 

B y  G r a n t  A g a d j a n i a n
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Your donations help this ministry deliver gift packages all throughout the year.
 (All donors will receive copies of thank you letters that the inmates have written to this ministry)

By Credit Card:  Call 260-827-8835    By Mail:  Christmas Behind Bars, PO Box 474, Bluffton, IN 46714    Online:  ChristmasBehindBars.org/donate   

To Seek & Save the Lost
In Luke chapter 19, we read the account of Zaccheus, who was a 

Publican (a rich tax collector). Zaccheus was known among his fellow 
Jewish countrymen as a sinner, and was hated because of his allegiance 
with the Romans. As a tax collector, he imposed Roman taxes on the Jews. 
Publicans were known to overcharge their countrymen of taxes, then keep 
the excess for themselves.

When Jesus came to his hometown of Jericho, Zaccheus went to see 
him, but he was short and had to climb a tree to see over the crowd. When 
Jesus came by, he called Zaccheus by name, and came into his home that 
day. Even though the people grumbled about Jesus spending time with a 

sinner, that simple act of love by Jesus caused Zaccheus to have a change of heart. Zaccheus repented of his sin, and 
promised to give half of his possessions to the poor, and restore four times as much to anyone he had defrauded. Jesus 
recognized his change of heart, and spoke of his salvation to those who were present.

Jesus came to ‘SEEK AND SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST.” (Luke 19:10)
The Christmas Behind Bars Outreach Ministries believes it is our responsibility to reach out to those who are 

like Zaccheus. Prisoners are the outcasts of society, often forgotten by their own families. Like Zaccheus, 
they have made grievous mistakes and often some enemies. But Jesus sought after the outcasts,
and has challenged us to love the “LEAST OF THESE” the way he does (see Matthew 25:31-45).

Will you help us to reach out to them today?
We thank you for your continued sponsorship of this ministry, helping us seek and save the lost. 

We know that without Christ, there is no hope of salvation or everlasting life...

A B o o k ,  a c h u r c h , 
a n d  a wa n d e r i n g  h e a rt

Division. You may also find 
it on our website at: www.
creativemediaministries.org. 
Please pray for our ministry 
and the precious souls that 
read this book.

Grant Agadjanian was born in 
the former Soviet Union in 1960 
and raised an atheist. He was 
drafted to serve in the Soviet 
Army in Siberia at age 20. Upon 
his return to civil duty, he be-
came seriously ill. After spending 

six years in hospitals, the doctors 
gave up, saying Grant had one 
year to live. During this time, 
Grant was given a Bible and 
came to believe there is a God. 
As he began to live according 
to the Word of God, his health 
began to improve. Today, Grant 
is the president of Creative Media 
Ministries and shares the gospel 
around the world.
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M.A. LEADERSHIP

EMAIL LEADER@ANDREWS.EDUGO TO ANDREWS.EDU/GO/LEADSI CONTACT US 269-471-6580 

$10,000 Matching Seed Grant

A 36-Credit Online
Masters Program

Apply for a $10,000 matching seed grant
to start your social innovation project!

Come and join us to dream together to
fulfilling God's redemptive purposes on earth.

Become a Social Innovator
You will demonstrate the critical knowledge and
the skills needed to be a social innovator!

Create Global Impact
You will affect change in your organizations, local
community, and across the globe!
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E V E RY B R E AT H

On  it  lay  a  
lifeless  form ...

The metal doors slid open 
and I stepped aside as a 
nurse and security officer 
rolled the gurney off the 

elevator. On it lay 
a lifeless form, 
encapsulated in a 
white body bag. 
The only identify-
ing mark was the small yellow 
tag with the deceased’s name 
on it. They passed by, and I 
boarded the elevator, its doors 
closing behind me. I felt the 
vibrations of the hydraulics 
as I ascended. It took only a 
moment before the blue num-
ber lit up, indicating I had 
reached my floor. As I stepped 
off, I noticed a nurse pushing 
her patient’s bed onto the 
neighboring elevator, chatting 
with them as the doors sealed 
shut. It’s hard to articulate in 
words the striking contrast of 
the last few moments. In less 
than a minute, life and death 
had rolled past me in a vivid 

reality check that one’s life 
can change in an instant. As I 
walked back to the emergency 
room to care for my patients, 

the significance 
of that moment 
began to sink in.

Six hours later, 
Trauma Room 3 was a buzz 
of activity. Like bees in a hive, 
nurses and doctors swarmed 
in as a 28-year-old’s life hung 
in the balance. She had al-
ready gone into cardiac arrest 
once, only a couple minutes 
prior, but had spontaneously 
come around before we had a 
chance to intervene. However, 
the danger was far from over. 
I slapped on the defibrillator 
pads as the incessant beeping 
of the alarms reminded us of 
the gravity of the situation. 
Her heart was reverting back 
to a lethal rhythm once again.

“She has a shockable 

rhythm!” the charge nurse 
called out. “Everyone clear!” 

“Clear.” We echoed back as 
we moved away from the 
stretcher.
 
The monitor showed pulse-
less ventricular tachycardia, a 
rhythm incapable of life. She 
was, in all technicality, dead. 

“Shocking!” In a split sec-
ond 300 joules of electricity 
slammed her body. 

“Begin CPR…” the command 
came. Immediately starting 
compressions, I could feel her 
small frame buckle under the 
pressure. 1,2,3… I pressed 
hard and fast. At that moment 
in time, her life was in my 
hands. “She is too young to 
die,” I thought, as I contin-
ued to manually pump blood 
through her body. Yet, despite 
my opinion, there she lay—

B y  R a c h e l  C o x
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that  day  i  was  faced  
with  both  life  and   

death.

Every  Breath  I  take  is   
proof  there  is  a  god.

lifeless. 

Then, all at once, her eyes 
flickered and her heart began 
to beat again. A strong radial 
pulse indicated that her heart 
was doing its job on its own.

I dismounted from the bed 
and took a moment to catch 
my breath. Just like that, it 
was over. We had done our 
job, and she 
lay there 
talking to an-
other nurse. 
The entire 
ordeal from 
shocking her 
to the return of spontaneous 
circulation was less than two 
minutes. Twice that day I was 
faced with both death and 
life. Standing by the elevators 
early that evening, I saw the 
world’s mortality data in real 
time, and in Trauma Room 
3, at a moment of precision, 
I witnessed statistics, sci-
ence, and medicine converge 
to a common point, despite 
the odds. What took place 
in Room 3 that night was a 
textbook story, but rarely does 
theory and reality meet and 
create a perfectly structured 
event. 

I stepped away from bed to 
give the other medical per-
sonnel room to work, my 
body still recovering from the 
adrenaline that was coursing 
through my veins. The human 
tendency in that moment was 
to claim this woman’s life as 
a victory of our highly skilled 
team. We had worked hard to 

give her a second chance at 
life, and now she had it. Yet, 
despite the experience and 
knowledge this room repre-
sented, I knew in my heart 
that her life had never been in 
our hands, but God’s alone. 
Mercifully, He had granted 
her a second chance and had 
used us to accomplish His 
plan.

Driving home 
that morning, 
I contemplat-
ed the past 
12 hours of 
work, and a 
theme began 

to emerge from the ricochet-
ing thoughts of my mind. It 
echoed the blunt fact that no 
one is immune to death and 
it can happen at any age and 
any time. While we may think 
we can hide under the cloak 
of youth, the only guarantee 
we have is the here and now. 
The ER has a way of shaking 
you out of your naiveté and 
giving you a hard dose of re-
ality. You learn that one’s life 
can be gone in an instant—
ending as quickly as it began. 
Thus, every rhythmic heart-
beat, the gentle thump of a 
palpable pulse, and the silent 
rise and fall of your chest is a 
precious gift from God.

Despite my sinfulness, God 
still grants me life. Every 
breath I take is proof there 

is a God. Had my life cir-
cumstances been different, 
who is to say it couldn’t have 
been me on the stretcher that 
night? Death doesn’t choose 
favorites and life throws us 
curve balls we never predict. 
However, even in my most 
destitute form, I am a living 
testimony to who God is. 
Look past me and you will 
see God’s mercy, long-suf-
fering, grace, abundant love, 
patience, protection, and 
guidance—a list of attributes 
dwarfed by the feebleness of 
our earthly languages. King 
David put it beautifully, “Let 
everything that has breath 
praise the LORD. Praise the 
LORD” (Psalm 150:6, NKJV). 
As Christians, may our motto 
be, “For if we live, we live to 
the Lord; and if we die, we die 
to the Lord. Therefore, wheth-
er we live or die, we are the 
Lord’s” (Romans 14:8, NKJV).

Rachel works as an ER nurse at 
a trauma hospital in Georgia and 
lives in Tennessee. She enjoys 
traveling abroad, all things Eu-
rope, and the Pacific Ocean.
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DETERMINED EASTCycling Tour
April 2-7, 2023

Find ways to promote your ministry though sponsorship levels at TexasAdventist.org/DeterminedASI
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